WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

part of the century important work \vas done by the learned
but erratic George Steevens, and by Edmond Malone, per-
haps the greatest of Shakespearian editors. Steevens printed
twenty of the plays from the pre-Restoration quartos to-
gether with the sonnets in 4 vols. in 1766, and re-issued
Johnson's ed. in 10 vols. with additional notes in 1773.
His ed. of 1778 in 10 vols. includes Malone's epoch-making
Attempt to Ascertain the Order in which the Plays attributed to
Shakespeare were Written, the first critical examination of the
chronology of the plays. Ma]one pub. a supplement to this
ed. in 1780, containing the first draft of his History of the Stage,
together with Shakespeare's Poems and Doubtful Plays.
Malone's own complete ed. of the Plays and Poems (10 vols,
1790) includes his Essay on the Chronological Order of the Plays,
his Historical Account of the English Stage and other valuable
critical matter. It is, perhaps, the most important achieve-
ment of eighteenth-century Shakespearian scholarship.
Other valuable late eighteenth-century edd. were those of E.
Capell (10 vols.5 1774) and Isaac Reed's First "Variorum"
ed. (10 vols. 1788). Before the end of the eighteenth century
the first continental ed. (by A. Wagner, Brunswick, 8 vols.
1797-1801) and the first American ed. (based on Johnson's,
Philadelphia, 1795-6) had appeared. There is an-im-
portant account of eighteenth-century edd. in D. Nichol
Smith's Shakespeare in the Eighteenth Century (1928).

Nineteenth and Twentieth Century Editions

It is only possible to mention a few of the most important
edd. of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The expur-
gated Family Shakespeare of Thomas Bowdler (4 vols., Bath,
1807) has given a word to the English language. A second
"Variorum" ed. Isaac Reed appeared in 1813, and a
third, the best of the "old variorum" edd., by James Boswell,
based on Malone's ed. and his own MS. collections, was pub.
in 1821. J. P. Collier's ed. of 1842 contains valuable material
but Is not always trustworthy. A supplementary vol. con-
taining Notes and Emendations from Early Manuscript Corrections
in a copy of the folio, 1632., was issued by Collier in 1853. The
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